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About NOO  

The National Obesity Observatory was established to provide a single point of 
contact for wide-ranging authoritative information on data and evidence related to 
obesity, overweight, underweight and their determinants. The observatory works 
with a range of organisations to support policy makers and practitioners involved 
in obesity and related issues. NOO is a member of the Association of Public Health 
Observatories. It is based in Oxford where it sits alongside the South East Public 
Health Observatory.

The observatory received core funding from the Department of Health in April 2008 as part 
of the cross-government strategy �Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives� (January 2008) to deliver 
the following:

1. �Provide an authoritative source of data 
and evidence on obesity, overweight and 
their determinants 

2. �Co-ordinate surveillance on obesity and 
overweight, including working towards 
the commitment to monitoring made 
in the WHO European Charter on 
Counteracting Obesity 

3. �Analyse surveillance and indicator data, 
and report on progress against the 
Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives obesity 
strategy 

4. �Provide guidance on assessing and 
evaluating pilots and demonstration sites 
in England 

5. �Gather information on international 
best practice and develop links to the 
International Obesity Task Force, WHO, 
and other supranational bodies 

6. �Provide technical support to the Expert 
Panel on obesity.

“The Government will invest in research to deepen our 
understanding of the causes and consequences of the 
rise in unhealthy weight, and the evidence of what 
works. Critical to the delivery of this is the new Obesity 
Observatory.”
Extract from Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives (2008)
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the Newsletter from the  
National Obesity Observatory

Welcome to the �rst issue of 

NOO News � the newsletter 

from the National Obesity 

Observatory (NOO). 

This newsletter will be produced 

twice a year for practitioners and 

other professionals working in 

obesity and related �elds. NOO 

News will provide updates on NOO 

projects, publications and data 

analyses; reports and statistics from 

other organisations; wider news; 

and forthcoming events.


